
April 2009 
Chairman’s Chat 
Good news – we have two new committee 
members. I am delighted to welcome Brian 
Bromwich, a highly-experienced car                
restoration expert well known to most of 
you. I am equally delighted that Terry 
Baimbridge has agreed to join us. Terry is 
to be our Health and Safety liaison officer, 
attending quarterly meetings at the                  
museum and briefing the committee to 
make sure we all stay on the straight and 
narrow. Whatever we may think about 
Health and Safety, if we are to work on 
museum vehicles on museum premises we 
have to adhere to museum policy. I know 
my colleagues on the committee are               
looking forward to working with our new 
members. 
My plea in the March Newsletter and at our 
recent AGM for more volunteers has              
apparently fallen on deaf ears. We have  
no-one able to devote just one hour a 
month to updating the Friends website or to 
co-writing the Friends blog. Just two  
members have volunteered for outside 
events. Our current dependence on a small 
band of helpers is severely harming our 
plans for future expansion. May I please 
ask you to reflect on the fact that what you 
get out of Friends depends on what you put 
in. Friends is YOUR organisation, run by 
YOUR committee on YOUR behalf. We 
do our best but we can’t do it all, we need 
your help.                                                          
You can contact me on 01926 511574 or  
at r.dawe452@btinternet.com – I look                 
forward to hearing from you. 

Contacts 
Chairman: Richard Dawe 01926 511574 
Vice Chairman: Dave Stansfield 
Secretary: Lesley Viggars  
Treasurer: Sue Scott 
Outside events co-ordinator: Richard Dawe 
Committee: Brian Jackson, Stan Wilcox,                    
Jean Wilcox,  Dave Green, John Viggars 
Brian Bromwich, Terry Baimbridge  
Museum:  tel: 024 7623 4270  
email: enquiries@transport-museum.com 
Newsletter: Keith Draper  024 7640 2030  
or email: dandelion@ntlworld.com 

Currently showing at Broadfield House 
Glass Museum, Kingswinford, is an unusual 
display of motor memorabilia that harks 
back to the golden age of motoring. 
From the 1930s to the 1960s the glass petrol 
globe, mounted on top of a petrol pump, was a 
familiar sight in garages up and down the 
country. Used by the petrol companies to       
advertise their products, the globes were made 
in distinctive shapes with a company name or 
logo printed on the outside, and looked their 
best when illuminated at night.  As pumps 
were modernised, most globes were destroyed 
so those that survived are now eagerly sought 
after by collectors.                                                 
The exhibition features seventeen petrol 
globes from a private collection and most 
represent companies that have long since 
vanished—names like Mobil, Cleveland and 
National Benzole. Other names like Esso 
and BP are still around today.  
Specialist glassware, such as cat’s eyes and 
traffic lights, made by one of the country’s 
last remaining glass factories, Plowden & 
Thompson, will also be on show.   
Coventry Transport Museum and the Black 
Country Living Museum have both                       
contributed other motoring memorabilia 
making Broadfield House well worth a visit. 
Petrol-Heads: Glass Petrol Globes and             
Motoring Memorabilia at Broadfield 
House Glass Museum is on from April 4 to 
November 1. It is open 12noon to 4pm  
Tuesday to Sunday and admission is free. 
Find the museum on the web at 
www.glassmuseum.org.uk 
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Vintage advertising: two of the petrol 
station globes on display at Broadfield 
House Museum 




