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PUZZLER 
The tandem was known 
as the  Eiffel and is                         
preserved at the                 
National Cycle                    
Museum in                           
Llandrindod Wells. 

Chairman’s Chat                                                         
Please note the date of our next Clubnight, 
which features the traditional Wilcox Family 
Quiz, is THURSDAY DECEMBER 10. 
Your committee thought that our usual third 
Thursday would be too close to Christmas. I 
have never experienced a Wilcox quiz as I 
am usually away, but this year we are going 
a week later so I am really looking forward 
to seeing such a formidable display of          
brain-power. Hopefully you will all                        
remember that at our AGM in March we 
agreed to increase our annual subscription to 
£12 in 2010, to take account of rising costs.          
Considering the superb quality of our             
newsletter and the wide variety of subjects 
covered at our Clubnights, this has to be   
excellent value for money. May I remind you 
that subs are due in January, so please help 
our treasurer by paying promptly. On            
behalf of the committee I hope you all have a 
thoroughly enjoyable Christmas. 

With Christmas shopping in full swing 
members are urged to spend an hour in 
the museum shop where traditional            
Victorian Christmas festivities are in full 
swing. Over weekends in December—the 
5th & 6th, 12th &13th and 19th & 20th  
there will be an opportunity to learn 
about decorations, cards, presents and 
even Christmas food from the Victorian 
era.                                                                                                
Take the kids along to see Father              
Christmas in his Grotto on the 5th & 6th 
and 12th & 13th December when letters 
to Santa can be posted.                                                 
Providing additional atmosphere through-
out the weekend of the 12th & 13th will 
be choirs singing your favourite carols. 
The marvellous steam organ also returns. 
 

The news that Dutch supercar firm Spyker is quitting Holland to bring its                           
manufacturing to Coventry broke on November 21. With the steady decline in car 
making here, the move is an amazing reversal of fortunes for the city’s  industry. 
The assembly lines will move to its parts supplier Coventry Prototype Panels (CPP) 
Ltd on the Seven Stars Industrial Estate. 
Bosses at Spyker said relocating to the UK will reduce its production costs by    
“millions of euros”. Some Dutch workers will relocate to Coventry and the move 
will create a number of local jobs. 
As Spyker celebrates its tenth birthday the firm’s founder and CEO Victor R Muller 
explained how he and his company’s original designer Maarten de Bruijn realised 
that to challenge the existing supercar hierarchy head-on was futile. He is quoted as 
saying: “People who want to buy a Ferrari—guess what? They’re going to buy a 
Ferrari.  
“So Spyker took a different course—the supercar as automotive jewellery, every 
element of its design, down to the smallest switch and the markings on the                    
instruments, ornate and decorative, in an unashamed bid to appeal to the collector’s 
market.” 
*Of course the Spyker name will be familiar to readers. These cars were in the  
forefront of the fledgling  industry and one even appeared in the film Genevieve. 
See page three for the fascinating story of the original company.  

The handcrafted Aileron 
features aircraft-inspired 
styling with turbine-
styled air scoops 

 NEXT MEETING 

The Doctor Who exhibition has been 
such a whopping success its run has 
been extended into the new year. 
But that’s not all. The exhibition has 
been updated with props, costumes and 
monsters from the latest special,                   
The Waters of Mars. 
Also on display in the museum shop is 
Bessie, the third doctor’s yellow              
roadster car. 

Stuck for Christmas gifts? Maplin is carv-
ing out a niche for itself with solar items 
such as a car-battery trickle charger—half-
price at £9-99. A heated massaging seat is 
also down 50% at £19-99 as is the 80w 
laptop car adaptor with USB charging 
socket at £9-99. 
Autoglym’s car-care products look expen-
sive but aren’t. Gift packs from most motor 
accessory stores start at £12. 



…..which translated from the Latin means 
"three buses in a row."                                                                          
A rare picture of three Coventry Daimlers 
from the 1960s, the privately owned 239, the                         
museum's 333 and the newly-restored 334 at 
Aston Manor Transport Museum.                                
Friends were present at the Metro-Camell-
Weymann event.  
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 Thanks to the efforts of committee member Terry Baimbridge 
the van has now been lettered and looks very smart. It is now in 
winter storage but is ready for use by Friends at next year's               
outside events. 

Richard Dawe writes: “Here are some 
of the rarer vehicles which caught my 
eye at this year's NEC Classic Car 
Show. Friends were present displaying 
the  restored Rudge Sports/ Watsonian 
Schneider Sports sidecar outfit and the 
un-restored 1925 Omega Model 1.”   

Classics: (left) a 1959 Ford 
Edsel  two door Rambler;              
(below left) One of three               
(or possibly four) Citroen            
2CVA prototypes built in 
1939. These were water- 
cooled but of course the  
production vehicles which      
appeared in 1948 were air-
cooled: (below) the 1954 
Humber Super Snipe                   
Australian Royal Tour car, 
the actual vehicle used by 
the Queen. Its Australian 
registration was ER 1953 




