
CHAIRMAN’S CHAT 
Our programme of outside events                          
continues to expand. The next three dates 
we are committed to are August 2 (the 
BEN Fete at Easenhall), August 23 (the 
Classic Car and Transport Show at Arbury 
Hall) and  September 20 (a Classic Car 
Show, Atherstone). We are taking museum 
vehicles to all these events. If you would 
like to attend as a helper (to look after the 
cars and chat to the public) or if you would 
prefer to bring your own vehicle, please 
contact me on 01926 511574 or at 
r.dawe452@btinternet.com. 
May I please remind all Friends who work 
in the museum, either in the archive or the 
workshop, that you MUST sign in and out 
using the book held in the shop. This is an 
essential part of the museum’s fire                     
procedure. Thank you for your                                
co-operation with this. 
On a personal note, I am grateful and 
touched that so many of you contacted me 
to offer condolences on the recent death of 
my father. It was very kind and thoughtful 
and was a great comfort to me. 

Next Clubnight 
 
 
 

For years CTM has been telling the 
story of the ‘golden age’ of cycling. 
It was a period in late Victorian 
times when the people of Britain 
found a new freedom on two 
wheels. Now without doubt the          
museum’s new live events  focusing 
on cycling in the 21st century is a  
worthy initiative, none more so than  
its recent Cycling Festival over the 
last May Bank Holiday. Blessed 
with sunny warm weather, it was 
immensely popular with the public. 
Crowds came along to have a go on 
an array of different cycles; there 
were BMX displays on a mobile 
half-pipe  sponsored by Ian Neale                
Construction Ltd.                                  
Throughout the event rickshaws 
took  families around the streets and 
sights of Coventry. And for those 
with a sense of competitive cycling 
local enthusiast and national event 
winner Mick Ives was on hand to                          
encourage the public to try their 
hand at roller racing (pictured top 
left). It’s an innovative way of                        
getting the crowds  involved in  
organised cycle races, with                      
participants remaining on the same 
spot and spectators spurring them 
on.                                                             
This new interest in cycling also 
saw many take part in a conference 
that came up with interesting ideas 
to promote this mode of transport 
across the city.                                                   
Interestingly Ian Neale                                   
Construction Ltd is now offering 
free hire of its half pipe to schools 
and community groups.  

Record Breaking 
Coventry cyclist              
Eileen Sheridan   
travelled from her 
London home to             
attend the Cycling 
Festival. She was 
interviewed by local 
radio (photo above) 
and had a signing 
session of her               
reprinted book 
‘Wonder of Wheels’. 
Eileen met large numbers of visitors and told 
them about her experiences of race cycling in 
the 50’s and 60’s and the fun she had riding an 
adult cycle from the age of six years.  

CTM hosts the Coventry Secondary 
Schools, Design and Technology                       
exhibition from June 17 (pm) until the 
24th. Sponsored by the Rotary Clubs of                    
Coventry and local companies it will                        
showcase work produced by 19 schools. 
It’s often said that few school leavers enter  
industry, taking up a career in engineering 
and manufacture. Here’s an exhibition that 
shows the work of some student who are 
bucking the trend. Open everyday at usual 
museum times and its FREE. 

Contacts 
Chairman: Richard Dawe 01926 511574 
Vice Chairman: Dave Stansfield 
Secretary: Lesley Viggars  
Treasurer: Sue Scott 
Outside events co-ordinator: Richard Dawe 
Committee: Brian Jackson, Stan Wilcox,                   
Jean Wilcox,  Dave Green, John Viggars 
Brian Bromwich, Terry Baimbridge  
Museum:  tel: 024 7623 4270  
email: enquiries@transport-museum.com 
Newsletter: Keith Draper  024 7640 2030  
or email: dandelion@ntlworld.com 
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MP: Ernest Marples, who planned a full-
scale national network of motorways  

No limits: a section of the London-Birmingham M1 motorway near Luton, after it had 
been opened in 1959 by Ernest Marples  

Departure: The Coventry to London Motorway Express  about to depart from its 
stand near the old Priory Street Baths. Note the twin headlights 

Prototype: The original CM5 coach that 
started the service from Birmingham 

The pattern of Britain’s roads changed for-
ever just 50 years ago when the southern 
section of the M1 was opened. It came 
about largely through an unlikely but                 
immensely fruitful partnership between 
Prime Minister Harold Macmillan and 
businessman MP Ernest Marples. At the 

inauguration of the M1, he welcomed this 
"magnificent motorway opening up a new 
era in road travel, in keeping with the new, 
exciting scientific age in which we all 
live."                                                                     
Between 1965 and 1972, the motorway 
network grew from 300 miles to 1,050 

miles. It was a transport revolution, indeed 
a golden age of British motoring, with Jag-
uar, Rover, Triumph, Austin and MG com-
peting with British-produced               
American Fords and Vauxhalls, as cars 
became part of a new, more open and more 
mobile consumer society 

The C5 coach was a development of                
Midland Red’s S14-15 service buses and  
shared the integral framework and                                    
mechanical spec. 
Appropriately the coach had been well 
tested and was ready to inaugurate        
Britain’s first motorway express coach 

service in November 1959 with three non-
stop services in each direction. The fare 
would be 13 shillings and threepence              
single, 21 shillings and threepence return.    
By then the coach had been designated 
CM5T, the T indicating that the vehicle 
was fitted with a toilet, reducing the seating 

capacity to 34. Ventilation and soundproof-
ing were given special attention that made 
the coach  extremely restful to travel in.  
The following year, September 1, Midland 
Red started a second motorway service 
from Coventry, Pool Meadow.  
►Did you travel by Midland Red CM5T? 


