Custom Bike Show

In the run up to Christmas we expect large
numbers of enthusiasts to descend on the
Ariel Gallery as our very own Custom Bike
Show opens. Custom bikes and trikes are
highly stylised machines, colourful and often
fascinating works of art in themselves.
Their builders treat aspects of the machinery
in unusual ways- the frame geometry, the
engine, the wheels, ensuring they stand out
from factory produced bikes. Not to be
missed.

The show runs December 12 to January 22.

Mascot sale

Badges and mascots were created as a way of
decorating the radiator cap. They were
popular in the 1920s, 1930s, 1940s, and 1950s
with many manufacturers fitting them to their
| vehicles. Today they are much sought-after by
| collectors, and in this month’s Bonhams sale
there are several rare items from Coventry car
makers.
The Red Setter mascot for Rover cars dates
from the 1920s. It’s 12 cm long and is
constructed of solid nickel. Estimated auction
price between £150 and £200.
The Riley Ski Lady mascot dates from the
1930s. It’s 12.5 ¢cm high on a turned wooden
base and is chrome-plated. There is some
repair work to the poles and skis but still has
an estimated value of £280 to £350 at auction.
Does anyone have the story behind these
beautiful artefacts from the past?

End of the line for Yugo

The Yugo, built in Serbia, was often the butt of jokes. “Why does a Yugo have a
defroster on the rear window? Answer: To keep your hands warm when you

push it!”

But now, the last Yugo, once the pride of Yugoslavia’s automobile industry, rolled
off the Kragujevac production line on November 11.

This much-maligned subcompact won notoriety for being one of the worst cars ever
exported. But the firm has an interesting history.

They made Ford trucks in the late 30s exclusively for the Yugoslav army.

In the 1950s they made Jeeps under license from Willys-Overland.

Zavodi Crvena Zastava (means: "Red Flag Plant") first started building passenger
cars in 1954. Zastava cars were variants of the Fiat 1400 and 1900 and later the Fiat
600. The Yugo 45 was related to the Fiat 127, but very different in appearance.
After a long association with Fiat, the factory is now bought out by the Italian firm.
One last joke. “Owner to car dealer: 1’d like a petrol cap for my Yugo. Dealer
answers: Sounds like a fair trade-in to me.”
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Chairman’s Chat

Please note our next Clubnight is one week
earlier than usual, on 11 December, as we
thought the 18th was too close to
Christmas. As decided at last year's AGM,
we intend to introduce membership cards in
2009. To obtain a card you will need to have
paid your subscription by the AGM in
March 2009. After this date you will still be
able to renew your Friends membership but
you will not receive a membership card.
This is because the issue of cards will be a
once-only exercise each year. This is a
further inducement to pay your sub early!

If you have not yet notified the Museum of
your email address, please send to
anne.dooay@transport-museum.co.uk , at
the same time indicating whether you would
like to receive your Friends newsletter
electronically. Thanks for your help with
this. Finally, I shall be away for most of
December, so may | take this opportunity
to wish you all the happiest possible
Christmas and a safe, peaceful and

Healthy New Year.

The Wilcox Christmas Quiz

Thursday, December 11 at 7.30 pm



