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of a classic

Festival of Speed:
The 4.3 Litre Alvis
was the fastest
non-supercharged
production car of
its day. Hereis
one of the two
show cars that
created such a
sensation at the

| | Good wood event

: More Goodwood
1 news on the back

At the Good wood Festival of Speed a newly formed Alvis Car Company was
announced by Red Triangle of Common Lane, Kenilworth, The firm that has been
providing parts, maintenance and restoration services to Alvis owners for the last
40 years marks the comeback of the marque with remarkable news that the famous
4.3 Litre model of the 1930"s will be reintroduced.

Member Brian Jackson was there to see the company's stand. He said:

“Red Triangle were showing their 'continuation’ series Alvis 4.3 litre car. Two
immaculate cars were on display, along with a bare chassis and a new engine.”
According to the firm 77 of the chassis that were sanctioned for production before
the Second World War were never fulfilled because car production was suspended
in 1940,

Now, using the original drawings, the 4.3 Litre Alvis in-line six cylinder engine
will be manufactured to the 1936 design. Red Triangle will maintain all its period
character and quality, yet utilise modern technology to be emission

compliant. Moreover, by using modern materials, fuel injection and engine
management, this powerplant will deliver even more horsepower.

Announcing this sensational news Alan Stote, Red Triangle and Alvis Car
Company owner said: “This is part of our overall business plan to maintain service
to our existing Alvis owners but also to reintroduce selected authentic Alvis
models in line with the vision of the Alvis board all those years ago.”

The 4.3 Litre Alvis was the fastest non-supercharged production car of its day.
Omne can't help wondering what reincarnation will come next.
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Another busy month for Friends with great
days out with Museum vehicles — Warwick
Classic Car Show and, on the same day, the
Armstrong-Siddeley Owners Club at
Kenilworth with our unique 1931 12hp
sunshine saloon, and Barbie at the Coventry
Fun Run and Styvechale School fete.

This level of activity would not have been
possible without drivers’ days for Friends to
familiarise themselves with the vehicles and
become qualified to take them out. Although
the next few weeks are relatively quiet with
just one trip out before the August bus trip,
things will get busy again in September and
more drivers will be needed. If you are
interested, under 70 with a clean licence, do
please get in touch.

I'm able to report that the Maudslay team
has grown to five members and this has
enabled considerably accelerated progress to
be made in the past month. Also the
motorcycle group has now made a good start
on the Omega. If vou are willing to help,
regularly or just on occasions, let us know
and get involved!

Finally, a little extra for this month:

The Ice Cream Dream Machines
exhibition opens to the public on
July 19 and Friends have the
opportunity of a preview before
this month’s club night.

The Museum yard will be open
at 7.00 p.m. to let you in.

The next clubnight will be a special presentation evening by:

Paul Peterson

Director of Manufacturing— Engineering at Jaguar
who will speak on

‘Lightweight vehicle architecture’
as used on the new Jaguar X]
Thursday, July 15 at 7.30 pm

in the Starley Room




Barton of Chilwell, Nottinghamshire was one of
Britain's most interesting bus operators. The company
was noted for its curious miscellany of vehicles,
particularly in the 20 years following the end of the
Second World War. Not surprisingly a number of the
buses are now in preservation and member

Martin Beckett pictures some of them for this month's
main feature. Here is the first part.

Thomas Barton was a mixture of businessman, entrepreneur and
engineer. In 1908 he made his third attempt to enter the transport
industry from premises in the East Midlands. His first two attempts
were at Mablethorpe in 1900 and Weston-Super-Mare, where he had
moved due to ill health, in 1903, Although he passed away in 1946
his family continued to expand the business and within 60 years the
Barton empire spread across much of the East Midlands and
included bus services, express services as far afield as Glasgow and
the coastal resorts as well as continental coach tours and a travel
agency. There were also short-lived forays into fumniture removals
and local and international haulage,

He chose, as his base, the small town of Chilwell to the west of

Nottingham, benefiting from having an

Ordnance factory which needed a large

collection of transport to bring the

workers to and from the premises o a
especially during the war years. As the

city of Nottingham expanded Chilwell became, in effect, an outer

suburb. R

Bartons became Britain's third largest independent bus and coach
operator during those post war years. By the late 1960’s the fleet
size was approaching 250 vehicles. However a population spending
more time at home in front of their television and becoming ever
more fixated by the motor car meant declining passenger numbers
all across the transport industry. By the 1980's the government was = 00
busy selling off National Bus Company subsidiaries, passenger
transport executives and London Transport in bite-sized chunks in
the hope of engendering competition in the industry. By the end of
the 20th century most privatised companies were in the hands of
large British and French firms. However Barton’s westerly
neighbour, the Derby based NBC subsidiary Trent Motor Traction,
having been sold to its management, remained firmly aloof from the
forces of consolidation. Its holding company, Wellglade Group,
bought out Bartons, and in July 1989 the red-and-cream Barton
buses became no more.

Bonhams 11th annual auction of Aston Martin and Lagonda
Motor Cars held recently was it's most successful to date. One of
the most exciting lots of the day was the 1959 DB4 Works Service .
Prototype Design Project eventually sold for £485,500 to a continen- ||
tal bidder, Top lot of the day was *VMF 65° — the ex-Works 1950
Aston Martin DB2 Team Car— a British Racing Green gem, raced by
Stirling Moss, Peter Collins, Roy Salvadori, Tony Rolt, Lance .
Macklin, George Abecassis and Eric Thompson. After fierce bidding ||

it sold for £513,000 against a pre-sale estimate of £380,000-440,000 .
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